
Convention of the 
Fellowship of Catholic Scholars

Love Among the Ruins: 
Strategies for Thriving Intellectually &

Practically in the Current Culture

September 23-25, 2022
The Catholic University of America

 

For two thousand years, Christian saints and scholars have fostered civilization wherever they have lived.
As the second-century Letter to Diognetus observed, Christians have inhabited “both Greek and
barbarian cities … while following the customs of the natives in clothing, food, and the rest of ordinary
life … Christians display their wonderful and admittedly striking way of life. They live in their own
countries, but they do so as those who are just passing through… They exist in the flesh, but they do not
live by the flesh. They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They obey the prescribed
laws, all the while surpassing the laws by their lives.”

The Fellowship’s 44th convention will engage participants from across the disciplines in discussions on
topics meant to help them both understand modern challenges in light of the Gospel and provide them
the resources to meet them more effectively.



Catholic K-12 Education prepares children of
diverse backgrounds to succeed in service to
the Church, their families, their future
workplaces, and their society. In this panel,
Catherine Pakaluk offers a big picture view
of the status quo and possibilities for reform,
and Thomas Carroll  explores the practices
and tactics to achieve it.

Panel 1: Catholic K-12
Education 



“SEEK HIM IN HIS TEMPLE: THE PRIMACY OF STRUCTURE IN
SCHOOLING AND THE REFORM OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION”

 

Catherine  Ruth Pakaluk  i s  A s so c i a te  Profe ssor  of  Soc ia l  Research  an d  E conomic
T h o u gh t  a t  T h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Am erica .  Her  areas  of  expert i se  i nc lu d e
e c o n o m i c s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  f a m i l y  s t u d ies  and demography,  Cathol ic  soc i a l  though t ,  an d
p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y.  H er  r es ea r c h  a nd wri t ing  has  b een  p ubl i shed  in  Demograp hy ,
E c o n o m i c  I n q ui ry ,  t h e  Jo u r n al  o f  th e  N ational  Canc er  In s t i tute ,  Publi c  Dis course ,  and
F i r s t  T h i n g s .  T o g et h er  w i t h  T r e n t  Hor n ,  she  i s  t he  author  of  Can a  Cath ol i c  B e  a
S o c i a l i s t ?  p u b l i s h ed  i n  2 0 2 0 .  H e r  c u rr e nt  monograp h in  p rogress  i s  e nt i t l ed  “Hann ah' s
C h i l d r en :  T h e  S t o r y  o f  A m er i c a n  W om en Quiet ly  Defy ing  th e  Bir th  Dearth ,  and Wha t
i t  M e a n s  f o r  t h e  F u t u r e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n.”  Paka luk  d id  her  doct ora l  work  in  E conomics  a t
H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  l i v e s  i n  M a ryland with  her  husband,  p hi losophe r  Michae l
P a k a l u k ,  a n d  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n .

Catherine Ruth Pakaluk

Abstract :  T h es e  r em ar k s  ad v a n c e  t h e  not ion  of  ‘ s t ructure ’  in  school i ng ,  t hat  i s ,  the
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e en  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  th e  Church  in  the  t ask  of  educa t i o n.  I  a rgue  t hat
r e f o r m  o f  C a t h o l i c  K -1 2  ed u c a t i o n  s t ar t s  f rom p r inc ip les  of  sound s t ructure ,  a s
a n a l o g i z e d  t o  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  s t ructure ,  wh ere  the  r ight  order in g  of  person s
a c c o m p l i s h e s  a  w o r k  n o t  r e d u c i b l e  t o  the  sum of  i t s  p art s .  In  cont ras t  with  pra gma t i c -
p r o g re s s i v e  a p p r o a c h es  t o  ed u c a t ion ,  t h e  s t ructura l  approach  re l i e s  upon a  co ncept i o n
o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  i n  w h i c h  a s s o c i a t i o ns  have  funct ional  capac i t ie s  in  re la t ion  to  spec i f i c
p e r s o n s  a n d  s h ared  go o d s  p r o p er  to  those  as soc iat ions .     



Thomas W. Carrol l  i s  t h e  Su p er i nt ende nt  of  Schools  of  t he  A rch di o cese  o f  Bost o n.
C a r r o l l  o v e r s e e s  1 0 1  C a t h o l i c  s c h o ols  serv ing  3 2 ,500  s t udents ,  a  fac u l ty  of  3 ,000
t e a ch e r s ,  a nd  1 , 2 0 0  s u p p o r t  s t a f f .   

Thomas W. Carroll

Abstract :  I n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  g l o b al  ab use  s candal  and ramp ant  secu la r i sm ,  t h e  Church
h a s  l o s t  i t s  w i l l  t o  f i g h t  -  a n d  i n d e ed  m any in  t he  C hurch  be l ieve  t he y  a re  p lay i n g  a
l o s i n g  h a n d .  T o m  C a r r o l l ,  S u p e r i ntendent  of  Sch ools  for  the  Archdioce se  of  Bost o n,
w i l l  a r gu e  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  p rop er ly  des igned  can  lead  a  resurge n ce  o f  fa i th  an d
b e c o m e t h e  i n st r u m en t  f o r  p r es er v ing  and p ass ing  on  the  C athol ic  in t e l l e ctu a l
t r a d i t i o n ,  w h i ch  h a s  n o  r i v a l  i n  t h e  incoh erence  of  m odern  l ibert ine  se cu la r i sm .  C arr o l l
w i l l  o u t l i n e  s t r a t eg i es  h e ’ s  d ep l o y ing  in  Boston,  one  of  t h e  nat ion’s  prem i e re  d i o cese s .  
  



“ABORTION, LAW, HISTORY AND HISTORIANS: 
DOBBS  AND THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUND SCHOLARSHIP”

John Keown i s  t h e  2 0 2 2  rec i p i e n t  of  t h e  Fe l lowship  of  Cat hol ic  Sch o lar ’ s  Ca rdina l  Wright
a w a r d ,  p r e s e n t e d  a n n u a l l y  t o  a  C a t h ol i c  for  outstanding  serv ice  for  t he  Ch ur ch.  He  i s  cur rent ly
a  S e n i o r  R e s e a rc h  S c h o l a r  i n  t h e  K enn e dy  Inst i tut e  of  E t hics  a t  George t o wn Un i ver s i t y ,  where
h e  h o l d s  t h e  R o s e  F .  K en n e d y  C h air  in  C hr i s t ian  E t hics .  In  May 2022 ,  he  wa s  re appoin t ed  by
P o p e  F r a n c i s  a s  a n  O r d i n a r y  M em b e r  o f  t he  Pont i f ica l  A cademy for  L i fe .  He  wa s  pr e v ious ly
U n i v e r s i t y  S en i o r  L e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  L aw  a nd Eth ics  of  Medic ine  in  the  Faculty  o f  La w a t  the
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a m b r i d ge ,  a n d  a  F e l l o w  of  Queens ’  C ol lege ,  C amb rid ge .  He  h as  produ ced  sev e n
b o o k s  a n d  m a n y  a r t i c l e s ,  m a i n l y  on  l a w  and et hics  a t  th e  beg inning  and e nd of  l i fe .  The  second
e d i t i o n  o f  h i s  b o o k  E u t h a na s i a ,  E th ic s  a nd P ubli c  P ol i cy ,  descr ib ed  b y  t h e  form e r  Lord  Ch i ef
J u s t i c e  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  W a l e s  a s  “ m a gis t er ia l” ,  was  publ i sh ed  b y  C ambridge  U niv e rs i ty  Pr ess  i n
2 0 1 8 .  H i s  w o r k  h a s  b ee n  c i t e d  b y  d i s t i nguish ed  b odies  w or ldwide ,  inc luding  t he  Un i te d  States
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  t h e  L a w  L o r d s .  In  addit ion  t o  h i s  research  on t h e  la w a n d  eth i cs  of
m e d i c i n e ,  P r o f e s s o r  K e o w n  h a s  w r i t t e n  on t he  im mora l i t y  of  nuclea r  dete r ren ce  a nd on t he
i n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  W a r  f o r  Independence .  H e  has  a l so  pub l i sh e d  a  p lay ,  B abyd oc t or ,  b ased
o n  t h e  f a m o u s  t r ia l  o f  a  d o c t o r  i n  1 9 8 1  for  th e  murder  of  an  infant  born  with  Do wn Syndr o m e.

John Keown

Abstract :  C e n t r a l  t o  t h e  Su p r e m e  C ou r t ’ s  overrul ing  of  Ro e  and  Case y  in  Dobbs  was  t he  co ur t ’ s
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r p r et a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t ory  of  Anglo-A m erican  ab o r t i o n  la w a d o pted  b y  th e
c o u r t  i n  R o e  a n d  la t er  e nd o rs e d  b y  h u n d re d s  of  American  h i s t or ians .  T his  p aper  m ainta ins  t h at
t h e  D o b b s ’  c o u r t ’ s  i nt er p r et a t i o n  o f  a b ort ion  law hi s t ory  was  accura t e  a nd tha t  i t s  r u l ing
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s o u n d  s ch olarsh ip .

PLENARY LECTURE I



Catholic Social Thought proposes the
Common Good as a foundational principle
for pursuing a peaceful, well-ordered,
dynamic society. But applying this concept to
modern political realities is often difficult
and contentious. This panel offers an
Augustinian and a Thomistic approach to the
Christian challenge of building up society
while always looking beyond it.

Panel 2: Politics and the
Common Good



V. Bradley  Lewis  i s  A s so c i a t e  D ea n  a nd Assoc iate  Professor  in  th e  Sch o o l  o f
P h i l o s o p h y  a t  T h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e rs i ty  of  Am erica ,  w here  h e  teach es  co ur ses  o n
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  l e ga l  p h i l o s o p h y .  H e  i s  a l so  a  facul ty  sch olar  and d irect s  the  Pr o gra m in
C a t h o l i c  P o l i t i ca l  T h o u g h t  i n  t h e  Inst i t ute  for  Human Ecology .  H e  i s  wo rking  to
c o m p l et e  a  b o o k  m a n u s c r i p t  p r o v i s ional ly  t i t l ed  “The  C omm on Goo d  an d  t he  Modern
S t a t e .”   

V. Bradley Lewis  

Abstract :  A m e r i c a n  C a t h o l i c  i n t e l l ect ua l s  have  in  th e  la s t  few  years  m o u nted  a  ser ie s
o f  h a r s h  cr i t i c i s m s  o f  l i b er a l  p o l i t ica l  inst i t ut ions  and pract ices  in  the  na m e of  t he
c o m m o n  go o d .  I  w i l l  o f f e r  s o m e t h ough t s  about  l ibera l i sm  and t he  co mmon  good b y
w a y  o f  a  d i s cu s s i o n  o f  F r a n c i s  F u k uyam a's  new book Liberal i s m  and  i t s  Dis co nte nt s
( F a r r a r ,  S t r a u s  &  G i r o u x ,  2 0 2 2 )  i n  l ight  of  some m ain  currents  of  neo- T homist
p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  s o m e p o i nt s  in  R oman C at hol ic  ecc les io logy  s i n ce  Piu s  X I I ' s
M y s t i c i  c o rp o ri s  ( 1 9 4 3 ) .



Veronica  Roberts  Ogle  i s  A s s i s t a nt  Professor  of  P hi losoph y  at  Assu m ption Un i vers i ty ,
w h e r e  s h e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  A s s o c iate  D irect or  of  th e  Honors  Program  an d  t he  Direct o r
o f  t h e  L E X  (L a w ,  E t h i c s  a n d  C o n st i t ut ional  Studies )  Program .  H er  rese ar ch  focuses  on
t h e  i n t ers e c t i o n  b et w e en  t h eo l o g y  and p ol i t ica l  p hi losoph y  in  August in e ' s  t h o u ght .  Sh e
h a s  p u b l i s h ed  i n  j o u r n a l s  s u c h  a s  J ourna l  o f  Rel ig io us  Ethic s ,  August i nian Stu die s ,  and
S t u d i a  P a t r i s t i c a ,  a n d  i s  t h e  aut h o r  of  Poli t i c s  a nd the  Earthl y  Cit y  i n  Au gust ine ’ s  Ci t y
o f  G o d  ( C a m b ri d ge  U ni v er s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 20) .

Veronica Roberts  Ogle  

Abstract :  I n  C it y  o f  G o d  1 9 . 1 7 ,  A ugust ine  fam ous ly  ech oes  t he  L et t er  t o  D i o gnet us ’
c l a i m  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  l i v e  i n  t h e i r  p ol i t ica l  com munit ies ,  b ut  only  a s  th o se  pass i ng
t h r o u gh .  A n d  y e t ,  i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  i t  i s  unclear  to  wh at  ext ent  Chr i s t ia n s  r e a l ly  qual i fy  a s
g e n u i n e  m em b ers  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  comm unity .  Th is  d i f f icul ty  becom e s  part icula r ly
a c u t e  o n ce  w e  c o n s i d er  A u g u s t i n e ' s  suggest ion  th at  wh at  b inds  a  p ol i t ica l  com mu nity
t o g e t h e r  i s  i t s  s h a r e d  l o v e  o f  e a r t h ly  peace .  C an we  C hri s t ians  ever  l o ve  e ar t h ly  peace  a s
o u r  p o l i t i c a l  co m m u n i t y  l o v es  i t ?  I f  not ,  w hat  i s  our  s tance  t ow ards  i t?  In  t h i s
p r e s en t a t i o n ,  I  l o o k  a t  A u g u s t i n e ' s  paradoxica l  answ er  to  t h i s  q uest ion,  and co ns ide r
h o w  w e  ca n  l e a rn  f r o m  i t  t o d a y .  

“CHRISTIAN LOVE AND THE PEACE OF BABYLON 
IN AUGUSTINE’S CITY OF GOD”



“50 STATES AND 65 NATIONAL BATTLES FOR LIFE -  ROE'S LETHAL LEGACY”

Teresa  Col lett ,  J .D. ,  i s  p r o f ess o r  a t  t h e  Un iv ers i t y  of  St .  Thomas  Sch o o l  o f  L aw,  w h ere  she  serves
a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  s c h o o l ’ s  P r o l i f e  C e nt er .  Col le t t  h as  p ub l i shed  nume r o u s  l ega l  a r t i c le s  a nd i s  the
c o -e d i t o r  o f  a  co l l e c t i o n  o f  e s s a y s  e x p lor ing  “cat hol ic”  and “ Cath ol i c”  pe rspe ct iv e s  on  American
l a w .  S h e  i s  a n  e l e c t e d  m e m b er  o f  th e  A m e rican  L aw Inst i t ut e  and has  t e s t i f i ed  b efore  comm i t t e es  o f
t h e  U . S .  S en a t e  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p res ent at ives ,  a s  wel l  a s  b efore  l eg i s la t i ve  comm i t t e es  in  se ver a l
s t a t e s .  I n  2 0 0 9 ,  P o p e  B e n ed i c t  X V I  ap p o i nt ed  Col le t t  to  a  f ive -year  t erm  o n th e  P o n t i f i ca l  Counci l
f o r  t h e  F a m i l y .  H e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  ren ewed b y  H is  Hol iness  Pope  Fr an ci s  unt i l  2016  when  t he
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  w e r e  a s s umed b y  th e  Dicastery  for  t he  La i t y ,  Fa mi ly  and L ife .  Col le t t
i s  o f t e n  a s k e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n t e res t s  of  government  off ic ia l s  b efore  feder a l  a ppel la t e  cou rts .  She
h a s  s er v e d  a s  s p e c i a l  a t t o r n ey  g en e ra l  f o r  th e  s t ates  of  Oklahom a and K an sas ,  a s  wel l  a s  a s s i s t in g
o t h e r  s t a t e  a t t o rn e y s  g en e r a l  i n  d e fen din g  laws  p rotect ing  h um an l i fe  a nd m arr i age .  Most  rece n t ly
s h e  r ep r e s e n t ed  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  S o ut h  D akota  and 239  wom en p rof ess i o n al s  and aca d emics  se e k i ng
t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  U . S .  S u p r em e  C o u rt  t o  r e ject  th e  fa l se  not ion  t hat  abor t i o n  a d va n ces  t he  i n t eres t s
o f  w o m en .  

Teresa Collett

Abstract :  B ef o r e  t h e  U ni t ed  S t a t es  Su p r e me  Court ’ s  dec i s ion  in  Ro e  usurpe d  the  d emocr at ic
p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  U ni t ed  S t a t e s ,  v o t er s  a nd  s t at e  l eg i s la tors  w ere  engage d  in  a  v i gorous  d e bate  a b o u t
a b o r t i o n .  A  f e w  s t a t es  c h o s e  t o  l e ga l i ze  t h e  l e t h a l  procedure ,  b ut  eve n  th o se  s t ates  i mpose d
r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  s u b s eq ue n t ly  re jected .  Ro e  and  i t s  p rogeny  re je cted  v i r tua l ly  a l l  a t tem pts
t o  p r o v i d e  even  t h e  m o s t  m o d es t  pr o t e ct ions  t o  the  unborn chi ld .  More o ver ,  Roe  a n d  Casey  had
l e t h a l  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  l a w s  of  m a ny oth er  countr ies .  Professor  Col le t t  wi l l  ske t ch  the  n e ed
f o r  a  t h r ee -p r o ng ed  s t r a t eg y  a d d r e ss i ng  t h e  wrongs  creat ed  b y  abort i o n  l ice n se  i n  ou r  s tates ,  our
n a t i o n ,  a n d  c ou n t r i es  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld ,  the  cha l lenges  of  such  a  s t ra t e gy ,  an d  some concrete
s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  w h a t  m u s t  b e  i n c l u de d.

PLENARY LECTURE I I



When comparing American Church
architecture from the late twentieth century
to what came before, it is easy to suppose that
Church architecture is in a period of
transition. In 100 years, parish churches will
surely not look like those built recently, will
reflect the ideas, innovations and
technologies of their time, and will hopefully
preserve a continuity with the compelling
ways architects have inspired Christians to
follow Christ. This panel grapples with how
to incorporate the novel and the traditional
in Christian architecture. 

Panel 3: Architecture



Phil ip  Bess  i s  a  p r o f es so r  o f  ar c h i t e c t ur e  a t  T h e  Univers i ty  of  N ot re  D ame ,  w h ere  he  te ach es
u r b a n  d e s i gn  an d  t h eo r y  w i t h  a  p a r t i cular  interes t  in  C at hol ic  and c la s s ica l  huma nis t
i n t e l l e ct u a l  a n d  a r t i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  in  t h e  context  of  modern  America n  l i fe  and t h e
c o n t e m p o r a ry  cu l t u r e  o f  a r c h i t ec t ure  and urb an des ign.  From  2004 to  2 0 1 4 ,  he  was  t he
S c h o o l  o f  A r ch i t e c t u r e ' s  D i r ec t o r  of  Graduat e  St udies

Philip Bess

Abstract :  I t  i s  not  un co m m o n  t o  h e ar  i t  sa id  in  gat her ings  of  neo-tra d i t i o na l  arch i t ects  and
u r b a n  d e s i gn e r s  ( s u c h  a s  c a n  b e  f oun d at  schools  of  archi tecture  a t  p lace s  l ike  Notr e  Da me
a n d  T h e  C at h o l i c  U n i v er s i t y  o f  A m erica ,  wh ere  i t  i s  not  unanimous ly  bu t  ne ver t h e les s  wide ly
p r e s u m e d  t h at  t r a d i t i o n / s  p o s s e s s  a  c er ta in  degree  of  author i ty)  t ha t  c las s i ca l  a rch i t ecture  an d
" t r a d i t i o n a l  u rb a n  d e s i gn "  a r e  t i m ele s s  and/or  bea uti f ul  - -  indeed,  t ha t  t ime le ssne ss  an d
b e a u t y  a r e  th e  v e r y  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  a ut h or i t y  of  t radi t ions .  I t  i s  l ikewise  comm o n  to  he ar  i t  sa i d
i n  o t h e r  s ch o o l s  o f  a r c h i t ec t u r e  ( t y p ic a l ly  i f  vaguely  ch aract er ized  a s  mode rn  or  moderni s t ,
w h i c h  i n c i d e n ta l l y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  v a st  m ajor i ty  of  p resent -day  arch i t e ctu re  schools )  tha t
m o d e r n i t y  h a s  m a d e  t h e  i d ea  o f  a u t h or i tat ive  t radi t ions  ob solete ,  in  part  b eca u se  t radi t ions
a r e  n o t  t i m e l e s s  b ut  rat h e r  h a v e  h i s t or ies ,  in  p art  because  beaut y  i s  a l l ege d  t o  be  an  ent i re ly
s u b j ec t i v e  ca t egor y .  T h e  n ec es s a r y  p ar adox  for  wh ich  t h i s  ta lk  conten d s  i s  t ha t  ev e n  though  i t
i s  t r u e  t h a t  a l l  a r c h i t ec t u ra l  t r a d i t i o n s  ( inc lu d ing  t he  underacknow le d ged  t radi t ion  of
m o d e r n i s m )  h a ve  h i s t o r i es ,  s u c h  t rad i t ion s  c an  neverth e les s  a l so  b e  cha ra ct er i z ed  t r u ly  as
t i m el es s ,  b u t  c a n  b e  d o n e  s o  c o h e ren t ly  only  in  t he  cont ext  of  a  w or ldv i e w th at  a cknowledges
a  t r a n s ce n d e n t  h o r i z o n  - -  w h i c h  s u g gest s  th at  for  persons  and com m u n i t i es  co nce r ned  wi t h
t h e  c a t e g o r i es  o f  b o t h  t r u t h  a n d  be a u t y ,  some c learer  ar t iculat ion  and unde r sta n d i ng  of  t h i s
p o i n t  i s  i m p o rt a nt  f o r  a d v o c a t es  of  t r adi t ions  as  b earers  of  and witne sse s  to  th e se
t r a n s c e n d en t a l  c a t e go r i es .  

“THE NECESSARY PARADOX OF TRADITION” 



Kyle  Dugdale  i s  a  cr i t i c  a t  Y a l e  S chool  of  A rch it ecture ,  wh ere  h e  t each es  h i s tory ,
t h e o r y ,  a n d  d e s i gn .  H e  h o l d s  a n  u ndergraduat e  degree  f rom  Corpus  Ch r i s t i  Col lege ,
O x f o r d ,  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d egr e e  f r o m  Harvard’ s  Graduate  School  of  De s i gn,  and a
d o c t o ra l  d e gre e  f r o m  Y a l e .  S i n c e  2 019 he  h as  l ived  w it h  h i s  fam i ly  in  Ne w Y o r k  City .
H e  i s  n o t  a  C a t h ol i c  s c h o l a r ,  b u t  much  of  h i s  w r i t ing  has  focused  on arch i t ecture ’ s
c l a i m s  t o  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n ce ,  with  a  part icular  int eres t  in  arc hi tect ur e  a s  a
r e c u r r i n g  f i gu r e  i n  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i ves .  He  i s  aut hor  of  Babel ’ s  Pre s en t  ( S t an d pu nkte ,
2 0 1 6 ) ,  ed i t o r  o f  T o w e r s  i n  th e  C i t y  (Ya le  Sch ool  of  Arch it e ctu re ,  2 02 1 ) ,  a nd a ut hor  of
t h e  f o r t h c o m i ng  A r c h i te c t u re  A f ter  Go d  (Birkhäuser ,  2023) .

Kyle Dugdale

Abstract :  T o  s peak  o f  l o ve  a m o n g  t he  ru ins  i s  t o  speak  of  love  in  the  co ntext  o f
a r c h i t e c t u re .  F o r  a l l  r u i n s  a r e  u l t i m at e ly  arch i t ecture—or,  t o  b e  more  prec i se :  a l l
a r c h i t e c t u re  u l t i m a t e l y  t u r n s  t o  r u in .  Architects  t ypica l ly  w ork  hard  to  d e lay  su ch
r u i n a t i o n .A nd  ye t  r u i n s  c a n  a l s o  s e rve  as  reb uke  and p rovocat ion.  I ndee d ,  a t  cr i t ica l
m o m e n t s  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a r c h i t e c t ure ,  t he  s t udy  of  ru ins—perhaps  ev e n  th e  lo ve  of
r u i n s — h a s  p ro m p t e d  n o t h i n g  l e s s  th an  t he  rebir t h  of  a  pract ice .  Of  th i s ,  the
R e n a i s s a n ce  i s  t h e  t e x t b o o k  e x a m p le .  We m igh t  go  so  far  a s  t o  argue  tha t  such  lo ve  i s
i n s e p a ra b l e  f r o m  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  c las s ica l  t radi t ion.  But  migh t  some t hing  s imi la r  be
s a i d  a l s o  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  g o s p e l ?—t hat  i t  i s  insep arab le  f rom a  love  p lay ed  out  among
t h e  ru i n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  and set  aga inst  p rom ises  of  t h e  p oss ib i l i ty  o f  re bir th?
I n  a  c o n t e x t  w h ere  w e  o u r s e l v e s  a re  confront ed  both  w it h  th e  f ragme n t s  of  o lde r
t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  w r ec k a ge  o f  contem p orary  cul ture ,  can  t he  ruin s  the m se lv es
p r o v e  i n s t r u ct i ve?



The German bishops’ “Synodal Path” seems
destined to use 2023’s Synod on Synodality to
advance progressive reforms both old and
new. Christopher Ruddy and Francis Maier
not only prompt discussion about how
Catholic scholars might defend the Church’s
deposit of faith but also advance the positive
possibilities of the Church’s venerable
synodal tradition.

Panel 4: What Good End
for Synodality?



Christopher  Ruddy  i s  a n  a s s o c i at e  p rofe ssor  of  h i s t or ica l  and syst ema t i c  the o logy  a t
T h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v er s i t y  o f  A m er ic a .  A graduate  of  Ya le  C ol lege  and Har va r d  Div ini ty
S c h o o l ,  h e  rece i v ed  h i s  d o c t o r a t e  in  sys t emat ic  t heology  f rom  Notre  Dam e .  He ’s
p u b l i s h e d  t w o  b o o k s - -T h e  L o c a l  C hurch :  T i l lard  and the  Future  o f  C ath ol i c  E cc l e s io lo gy
a n d  T e s t e d  in  E v ery  W a y :  T h e  C a thol i c  Prie s tho od  in  Today ’ s  Church ,  b o t h  f rom
C r o s s r o a d  H e r d e r - - a n d  h i s  w r i t i n g  has  app eared  in  such  journal s  a s  E cc l e s io logy ,
H e y t h r o p  Jo u rn a l ,  I r i s h  T h eo lo g i c a l  Quar ter l y ,  Nova  e t  Vetera ,  and  Th eologi cal  S tud ie s .
B e f o r e  co m i n g  t o  C U A  i n  2 0 0 9 ,  he  taught  a t  St .  John’s  Univers i ty  an d  t he  Un i ver s i ty
o f  S t .  T h o m a s  i n  M i n n e s o t a .  H e  and hi s  wife ,  D eb orah ,  are  N ew  York  n at iv es  and have
f o u r  s o n s .

Christopher Ruddy

Abstract :  P o p e  F r an c i s ’ s  c o n v o c a t ion  of  a  t w o-year  synodal  p rocess  t h at  w i l l  cu lminate
i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3  w i t h  a n  i n t e r n a t ional  Synod of  Bi shops  on  the  t heme of  syn o d al i ty
r e p r e s e n t s  b o t h  op p o r t u n i t y  a n d  r i sk .  R igh t ly  understood,  synodal i ty  ca n  e xpr ess  an d
f o s t e r  t h e  p a rt i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  fa i th ful - -c lergy ,  l a i ty ,  and  re l ig i o u s - - i n  th e  l i fe  and
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a  p a r t i c i p at ion  t hat  f low s  f rom t he  universa l  ca l l  to  h o l in ess .
T h e  p re s en t  s yn o d a l  p r o c es s ,  t h o u gh,  ra i ses  ser ious  q uest ions  ab out  t h e  m e cha nism s
a n d  g o a l s  o f  s u ch  a  s y n o d a l  j o u r n a l ,  th e  re la t ionship  b etween t h e  in t e rna t i o na l  syn o d
a n d  n a t i o n a l  o n e s  ( e . g . ,  t h e  G er m an “ synodal  way”) ,  t he  deve lop m ent  o f  d o ctr in e ,  a nd
t h e  re l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e en  o r d i n a t i o n  and ecc les ia l  aut h or i ty .



Francis  X.  Maier  i s  a  sen i o r  f e l lo w in  the  C a t hol ic  Studies  Program at  the  Eth i cs  and
P u b l i c  P o l i cy  C ent e r .  H i s  w o r k  f o cuses  on  the  int ersect ion  of  Chr i s t ian  fa i th ,  cul ture ,
a n d  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  w i t h  s p ec i a l  a t t e n t ion  to  lay  format ion and act ion.  Mr.  Maie r  se rve d  as
s e n i o r  a d v i s e r  a n d  s p ec i a l  a s s i s t a n t  to  Arch bish op C har les  J .  Ch ap ut ,  O . F. M.  Cap. ,  for
2 3  y e a r s  i n  D en v e r  a n d  P h i l a d e l p h ia .  He  p rev ious ly  served  15  years  a s  e d i t o r  in  chief  o f
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a th o l i c  R e g i s t e r ,  a n d  s ix  years  a s  a  L os  Ange le s -b ased  s tory  ana lyst  and
s c r e e n w r i t e r .  H i s  b y l i n e d  w o r k  h a s  ap peared  in  the  W all  Stree t  J ourn al ,  Fir s t  Th ings ,
P u b l i c  D i s c o u rs e ,  N a t i o na l  Re v i e w ,  T he  Ca thol i c  Thin g ,  The  Am erican S p ec tator ,  Cris i s ,
T h i s  W o r ld ,  A m er i c a ,  C o m m o n w e al ,  the  N ew York  Tim es  Sunday  magaz in e ,  Ch ri s t i an
S c i e n c e  M o n it or ,  a n d  o t h er  nat i o n al  and for e ign  out let s .
 

Francis  X.  Maier 


